[Paralytic ileus in pheochromocytoma. Possible correlation with an attempt at adrenal phlebography].
Following adrenal phlebography, obstruction of the large bowel associated with adrenergic crisis was observed in a 60 year old patient with pheochromocytoma. As in other published cases of ileus associated with pheochromocytoma, high urinary catecholamine concentrations were found in our patient and the tumor resected at surgery was large. As phlebography immediately preceded the onset of ileus and hypertensive crisis, it is postulated that angiography led to massive secretion of catecholamines, which caused the hypertensive crisis as well as the ileus. The possible mechanisms by which phlebography may lead to adrenergic crisis are discussed. It is concluded that in suspected pheochromocytoma all angiographic examinations should be carried out under simultaneous treatment with alpha-blocking agents.